Useful ESOL Vocabulary Lists and Tests
Below is a summary of some word lists and tests. Most are available online.  
The Academic Word List (Coxhead VUW 1998) can be viewed at http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/default.aspx and the NCEA Wordlist (based on analysis of NCEA Achievement Standards Levels 1 and 2) is at http://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Teacher-needs/Reviewed-resources/Vocabulary/NCEA-Vocabulary.These two lists are very similar; both are frequency-based and are extremely useful in helping prioritise the teaching and learning of academic words which occur across the curriculum.  You will find background information about their creation on the websites.  If you wish to purchase a print copy of the Academic Word List, which is a useful addition to any department, you can do so by e-mailing Victoria University of Wellington Bookshop, Vic Books, at studentnotes@vicbooks.co.nz or by faxing 04 463 5510 or phoning 04 463 5515.  Publication details are as follows:  Coxhead, A. (1998) An Academic Word List.  ELI Publications #18.  The 2014 price was only $8.50 + postage.
There are a number of different frequency-based word lists available and as one would expect they contain very much the same words.  The explanatory notes in the NCEA English Language unit standards refer to Michael West’s General Service List (first and second Thousand Words).  Although this was published in 1953 and is out of print, it is still rated quite highly because of the nature of its compilation.  A version of the GSL, adapted and divided into five sublists according to frequency by Baumann and Culligan in 1995, is available online in Word at http://jbauman.com/aboutgsl.html. Victoria University’s ELI Occasional Publication #17 Vocabulary Lists (purchase details as above / 2014 price $18.50) also contains 1000 word (‘little language’), 2000 and 3000 word lists with definitions and sentence contexts. These were compiled by Helen Barnard and Dorothy Brown at VUW ELI in 1996, using both West’s GSL and Osamania University, Hyderbad lists. Further background information can be read in this text.
There are two versions of the receptive tests Vocabulary Levels Tests (VLTs) based on the 1000, 2000, 3000, 5000 + University Word Lists) devised by Paul Nation (1990) and Schmitt, Schmitt and Clapham (2001).  These are available online at http://www.lextutor.ca/tests/ and can be administered electronically. These tests are reputable as diagnostic tools which can be used as part of needs analysis at the start of the year and also for measuring vocabulary growth at the end of the year. You can use either the same version for re-testing or the alternative version, as these are equivalent. Nation (2001) recommends focusing on the first 2000 and the AWL (which supersedes the earlier UWL) with learners requiring language for academic purposes (secondary and tertiary) to ensure best return for effort. More recent research (Schmitt and Schmitt 2012) advocates the inclusion of the third thousand word list in the high frequency group and makes a case for the importance of mid-frequency words. At the time of writing new VLTs are being trialled by Victoria University. These will assess learner understanding of the third, fourth and fifth thousand mid-frequency words, as well as the second thousand words (Webb, S. and Sasao, Y. New Directions in Vocabulary Testing 2013). 
Bilingual versions of receptive tests of the 1000 and 2000 most frequent words, with answers, are on ESOL Online at Bilingual assessment of vocabulary at the 1000 and 2000 word levels (.zip) .  The bilingual tests are in nine different languages. These could be used with ELLP Foundation / Stage 1 English language learners and are considered a more reliable measure of vocabulary knowledge than the monolingual VLTs.
Three versions of the 1000 Word Test and 2000, 3000, 5000, UWL and 10,000 productive Vocabulary Levels Tests (Laufer and Nation, 1999) – one of which is non-cognate with French - can also be found at http://www.er.uqam.ca/nobel/r21270/levels/. 
A resource which contains a range of the word lists and tests above is Victoria University’s Vocabulary Resources Booklet ELI Occasional Publication No.21 by I.S.P. Nation.  This can be purchased for $13.50 online through Vic Books or by e-mailing studentnotes@vicbooks.co.nz. You can also download this booklet as a zip file from Paul Nation’s website at http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx.
Vocabulary Size Tests (VST) can be accessed at http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx   There is a 14,000 version (which can be administered online at http://www.lextutor.ca/tests/ and two 20,000 versions of the VST. These measure total written receptive vocabulary size, rather than knowledge at a particular lexical frequency level. You might like to check out your own vocabulary for size!  Note that bilingual versions of the 14,000 VST – in Japanese  Korean, Vietnamese, Russian and Mandarin - are also available on Paul Nation’s website. There is also an article with a description of and instructions for administering the VST on this site.
There are a number of other useful vocabulary-related resources and readings at http://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Teacher-needs/Reviewed-resources/Vocabulary which would be useful for you to explore. These include cloze exercises for students on the 1000 word Little Language List.  Unfortunately, these are organised alphabetically, which encourages interference and increases the learning burden, but they could be scrambled before use.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have problems accessing any of this material or wish to discuss its use.
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